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“Measuring the Immeasurable”      Text – Ephesians 3:17b-19a      


Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ.
Before us today lies the second request of this extraordinary prayer staircase.  
In the first request of vv16-17a, Paul asked the Lord to give believers an inner spiritual strength, “so that Christ may dwell in [their] hearts.”  
And building upon this request, we began, last Sunday, to consider the second request by noting that it is all about love.  
At its heart is a request that believers might have power to grasp the love of Christ.  
And we briefly noted that with the dimensions of love that Paul explores, he seems to be trying to measure the immeasurable.  

And I illustrated the seeming futility of trying to measure love with the story about the famous jazz musician, Louis Armstrong, who when asked to explain Jazz said, “If I gotta explain it, you ain’t got it!”  
And the same thing could be said about perfume.   A list of ingredients on the side of a perfume bottle makes no sense at all.  The effect of perfume has nothing to do with it being 4 parts rose oil, a hint of lavender, 8 parts per gram of sodium dioxy methyl flouro hydrate, and a sprinkle of the essence of sandalwood.  Perfume is all about (sniff) ahhhh!    And “ahhhh” just can’t be measured.

Well, Paul does acknowledge here that the love of Christ is immeasurable; it “surpasses knowledge.”  And yet, what Paul prays, in the same breath, is 
that God might help believers to measure the immeasurable.     

Now, with the first request, we looked at it in terms of its component parts.  
And so, let’s do the same then with this second request.  

Once again, we see that there is a bare request that has a number of additional elements.  The bare request is that believers might “have power … to grasp … the love of Christ.”  That is the basic thing that Paul prays for.
	But to this bare request, Paul adds things like the foundation of this request; the power to grasp the love of Christ comes only to those who are “rooted and established in love.”  And this we saw last week.  Growing in the love of Christ happens only to those who live a lifestyle of love.  If you are not living your love for God or for others, you will not grow in Christ’s love.  Paul wants Christians to be crystal clear about this which is why he makes this foundational.

But next he adds the context of this request; the power to grasp the love of Christ is given only to those who seek it “together with all the saints.”  
Then Paul describes the dimensions of the love of Christ by speaking of it as “wide and long and high and deep.”  
And finally, he explains the method for grasping this love by asking that they might “know this love that surpasses knowledge.”

Let’s begin then by considering the bare request.  
And this is that believers might “have power … to grasp … the love of Christ.”  

And the first thing that we need to see here is that the love being talked about is not our love for Christ, but Christ’s love for us.  
Our love for Christ is what was in view when Paul discussed the foundation of this request.  
In order for us to grow in Christ’s love, we need to be “rooted and established in love,” which includes our love for Christ.  
And this, of course begins when the Holy Spirit awakens within the sinner a love for Christ that drives him to repentance and salvation in Jesus.  

But with this basic foundation of love for Christ in place, the believer’s most pressing need is for power to grasp the love of Christ towards them.  
Last Sunday, we sung together the words of hymn 438.  
Now, hymn 437 is entitled “More love to Thee, O Christ, more love to Thee.”  And that is a very appropriate hymn to sing.  We do need to grow in our love for Christ.  
But hymn 438 says this, “Thy love to me, O Christ, Thy love to me.  Not mine to Thee, I plead, not mine to Thee.  This is my comfort strong, this is my joyful song, Thy love to me, Thy love to me.”  
And the beauty of this hymn is that it reminds you that the anchor of your faith is not your love for Jesus, but His love for you.  
His love is unconditional.  His love is perfect.  His love never wavers.  
This then, is why the Apostle seeks power for each believer to grasp the love of Christ.

Now, the very fact that Paul asks God to give power to believers to grasp the love of Christ reveals to us that we need God’s power to do it.  
Brothers and Sisters, as surprising as this may sound to you, grasping the love of Christ is not a simple and easy thing to do.  
The tax-collector of Jesus’ story grasped the love of Christ.  Scripture says, “He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, 'God, have mercy on me, a sinner.”  
In the Book of Revelation, the Apostle John writes of a time when he grasped the love of Christ.  For Him, this came in a vision of Christ in all His loveliness.  And John writes, “When I saw Him, I fell at His feet as though dead.”  
And then there is Paul Himself.  Paul calls himself a “prisoner of Christ Jesus.”  He calls himself “the least of all the apostles.”  He calls himself the “chief of sinners.”  Why?  Because he too grasped the love of Christ.  
You see, grasping the love of Christ will thrill you.  Grasping the love of Christ will fill you with praise.  But grasping the love of Christ should, first and foremost, grip your soul and overwhelm you.  
It should even, dare I say it, terrify you.  
It should make you so aware of your unworthiness that you are brought to your knees in fearful amazement that such a love could be poured out upon you.  

This then, is why Paul asks God to give power to believers to grasp the love of Christ.

Paul goes on though to say more about grasping the love of Christ as he addresses the context of this request; the power to do this is given only to those who do it “together with all the saints.”  

	Now, in one respect, it could be said that all Paul is saying with this added statement of context is that what He is asking of God is something he desires for all Christians.  
	He is not only making this request for these Ephesian Christians, he wants all Christians, in every age, to be given power to grasp the love of Christ.  
	And, of course, that would be true.  There can be no doubt that this would be Paul’s desire.  


	But it seems clear from the context of this request, that Paul is also saying something here about unity and the importance of the communion of the saints.  
	With these words, Paul is addressing membership in the local church.  
	Where do Christians grow in the love of Christ?  

What is the context in which this growth takes place?  
Can a Christian grow in the love of Christ alone?  

	And the answer that he provides here is that Christians grow in the love of Christ when they do so “together with all the saints.”  
	Would these Gentile Christians grow in the love of Christ if they separated themselves from the Jewish Christians?  
	No.  They will only grow in the love of Christ if they seek to do so “together with all the saints.”  
	Look at what Paul goes on to say in 4:3ff.  “Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit.”  

And then look down at v16.  “From Him,” that is Christ, “the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.”  

	And so, to us, today, this statement again reminds us of the importance of membership in the church.  
	There are a hundred different preachers on the television.  
	There are thousands of sermons and services able to be listened to on the internet.  
	And so, we could stay home so that we can hear the preacher and the style and the content that we think best meets our needs.  

We could satisfy ourselves with one service a week and just skip the district meetings and prayer meetings and other bible studies.
	Or we could worship at Bishopdale this week and Cornwall St the next and St Johns the week after.  

And we could do this while criticizing our home church for not having enough of this or having too much of that.  
And we could do this while telling ourselves that we are extending our network of Christian friends and broadening our exposure to different preachers and really enjoying it all.  
Or, we could pay attention to the instruction of God’s word.  
	The power to grasp the love of Christ comes to those who seek it “together with all the saints.”  

I’m sure you are familiar with that well worn proverb: “To live above with saints we love will be a thing of glory.  To live below with saints we know?  Well, that’s another story!”  
	And while we all understand the truth of that proverb, the fact is that God Himself calls you to seek after the love of Christ together with these saints.  
	And His promise is that if you live with them and laugh with them and weep with them and worship with them and fellowship with them, you will grow in the love of Christ.


The bare request is that believers might “have power … to grasp … the love of Christ.”   
They do this in the context of being “together with all the saints.”  
But notice thirdly the dimensions of the love they are to grasp.

The love of Christ is “wide and long and high and deep.”  
	And so, as we think then about the love of Christ, we are called firstly to measure its width.  
	How wide is the love of Christ for you, His people?  
	Revelation 5:9 says, “With your blood you purchased men for God from every tribe and language and people and nation.”  

Revelation 7:9 says, “After this I looked and there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and in front of the Lamb.”  
Christian, the width of the love of Christ found room for you in this multitude.  

	Next we are called to measure its length.  
	How long is the love of Christ for you, His people? 
	Jeremiah 31;3 says, “The LORD appeared to us in the past, saying: "I have loved you with an everlasting love.”  

Ephesians 1;4 says, “For He chose us in Him before the creation of the world.” 
Christian, because of the length of the love of Christ, you may join the Psalmist who says in Psalm 86:12, “I will glorify your name forever.”  

	In addition, we are called to measure its height.  
	How high is the love of Christ for you, His people?  
	Philippians 2 tells us that Jesus voluntarily left the glories of heaven to come down to earth.  

In John 6:33, we read, “For the bread of God is He who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world."  
Christian, because of the height of the love of Christ toward you, you have been “raised … up with Christ and seated … in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus.”  

	And finally, we are to measure its depth.  
	How deep is the love of Christ for you, His people?  
	Philippians 2:8 says, “Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to death – even death on a cross.”  

Ephesians 2:4 says, “Because of His great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in our transgressions.”  
And Romans 5:8 echoes this when it says. “But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”  
Christian, Christ’s love for you is so deep that He went to the cross to set you free.  

	The dimensions of Christ’s love for you are such, as we have already seen at the end of chapter 1, that until you are with Him in heaven, He feels Himself to be incomplete.  
	As the groom, he yearns to be fully united to His bride.  

As the Head, He longs to be fully united with His body.  
	And it is because of the dimensions of His love for you, as Romans 8 so beautifully makes clear, that “neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation will be able to separate [you] from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  


Brothers and Sisters, with this small selection of verses, I trust you have seen something of the immeasurable love of Christ.  And I hope you have seen something of the next component of this request, which is the method for grasping the love of Christ.

Paul prays that God might help believers to measure the immeasurable by enabling them to “know this love that surpasses knowledge.”

	And the first clue as to how the love of Christ is to be grasped is seen in the word “know.”  
	The Greek word for the verb “to know” here suggests intelligent comprehension.  It speaks of a conscious effort to grow in knowledge by way of applied study.  


	As I said when we began our time together today, the Christian’s chief calling is to grow in the love of Christ.  
	One of Christianity’s favourite hymns ends with these magnificent words: “Were the whole realm of nature mine, that were a present far too small; love so amazing, so divine, demands my soul, my life, my all.”  

Well, Isaac Watts wrote that hymn seeking to measure the immeasurable love of Christ.  
	Do you think that this hymn just came to him as he lay there snoozing in a field one day?  

No, that hymn came to Isaac Watts as a result of him surveying the wondrous cross.  
	He studied the cross.  He studied what Scripture revealed about the cross.  He studied what other Christians had written about the cross.  

He studied the steps of the humiliation of Jesus.  
He studied the meaning of the Incarnation.  
He explored the meaning of the hypostatic union.  
He interacted with the heresies of Arius and Apollinarius and Nestorius and Eutyches.  
He explored the canons and creeds that came out of the councils of Nicea and Constantinople and Ephesus and Chalcedon.  
	He studied the nature of the Atonement including the difference between Christ’s active and passive obedience.  

He investigated the nature of propitiation, and expiation and imputation and vicarious atonement.  
	And he studied the significance of Christ’s resurrection, ascension, exaltation and session.  
	And he did this in order to know the love of Christ.  

He studied the love of Christ to the extent that he could write, “Love so amazing, so divine, demands my soul, my life, my all.”

	People of God, far too many Christians content themselves today with the most basic understanding of the love of Christ.  
	They know John 3:16.  They know the guts of how salvation has come to them.  
	But probe a little deeper in terms of doctrine, and a certain glazed look comes into the eyes.  “Ah, that’s all well and good for you ministers with your books and your seminary studies, but that’s way above my pay grade.”  


	Well, praise God for the precious gift of Sunday School.  Praise God for the precious gift of catechism.  Praise God for the precious gift of District meetings and ladies and men’s and Youth group Bible studies.  Praise God for two services each Lord’s Day, one of which focuses especially on doctrine through catechetical preaching.  
	Praise God for all of these opportunities to join together with all the saints to try and measure the immeasurable love of Jesus Christ.  
	Praise God for this rich environment of doctrinal study.  


	But what about your own study?  
	What are you reading at the moment?  What books line your own bookshelves?  What are you listening to?  What are you watching?  
	How much time do you spend studying the love of Christ in comparison to the time you spend on the sports field, or facebooking, or in the workshop, or watching reality TV, or in the garden, or wherever else you delight to spend your time?  
	There is a tremendous resource in the library at the back of the church.  Are you using it?  It has books, cd’s and dvd’ s so every option is catered for!  

There are some first class used Christian book stores very close by.  
There is free Bible study software available on the internet.  
	There are volumes and volumes of public domain and freely downloadable Christian books available on the internet.  
	There are literally thousands of sermons and lectures and Bible study courses available to be listened to.  

There is simply no excuse for being content with a basic Christianity.  

	Yes, its hard work.  Yes, it does not come easily.  But just as the view from a high hill can only be enjoyed after the hard climb up the hill, so the love of Christ can only grow as a result of the hard work of study.  
	And this is why Paul asks God to give believers power to be able grasp the love of Christ.  Only He can give you the strength to do this.


	And yet, on the other hand, you might be one who truly likes to study the love of Christ.  Maybe you are a reader or a listener and you truly do enjoy theology and doctrine.  
	The question for you though is is it more than just knowledge that you are seeking?  
	It is possible, you know, to be absorbed by an interest for doctrine without being any further along in the love of Christ than one who has little interest for studying doctrine.  
	And this is why Paul qualifies His method for growing in the knowledge of the love of Christ by describing it as a “love that surpasses knowledge.”


	I may have mentioned this to you before, but the famous and somewhat problematic theologian, Karl Barth, was once visiting an illustrious university in the United States.  During the question time, he was asked by a member of the audience to provide the most profound theological insight he had ever come across.  Well, Barth thought about this for some time, before replying, “Jesus loves me, this I know, for the Bible tells me so.”  Initially, the audience laughed expecting him to end the joke by mentioning something really profound, until they realized that he was not joking.  
	The love of Christ needs to be known up here.  If it is not known up here, it will be of no use down here.  
	But neither is it any use if it only ever stays up here.  
	The love of Christ must be experienced.  


	And so, I must ask you then, how is it with you dear Christian?  
	Can you join with the hymn writer who said, “Jesus, the very thought of Thee with sweetness fills my breast”?  Are you also able to say, “How sweet the name of Jesus sounds in a believer’s ear!  It soothes his sorrows, heals his wounds, and drives away his fear.  It makes the wounded spirit whole, and calms a troubled breast; tis manna to the hungry soul, and to the weary, rest”?  


	For some of you, not a moment will be able to be lived one centimetre further away from Christ than needs be.  Each waking moment, at home, at work, or at play, will be spent looking to Jesus.  

For most of you though, the stresses and strains of life mean that you are content to be just a little further away from Christ.  For you, while you often look lovingly to Christ, your gaze is frequently also directed away from Him to your various callings.  
And then there are those of you who spend so much time looking to the world that there is little time, if any, for your Saviour.  
	You may be young and struggling with the lure of the world’s many temptations.  
	You may be older and one who is able to more cleverly disguise your deep love for the world.  
	Let me remind you then that the things of this world are passing.  
	70 years or 80 if health be strong.  And then comes eternity.
	You need to remember that funeral cars never have a trailer on the back!  
	But the time, the energy, and the effort you put into measuring the immeasurable love of Christ will bear much fruit in this life and the next.  
	The sweat, the endeavour, and the diligence that you put into the study of God’s Word will help you to know the love of Christ, again and again and again.  

The toil, the labour, and the time that you put into the study of God’s Word will help you to experience the love of Christ, again and again and again.  

To do this though, to measure the immeasurable love of Christ, takes power that can only come from above.  

And so, “I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, might have power, together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge.”  Amen.


